
logic relations of rheumatism have been drawn from
hospital statistics, and it further shows that a "general
hospital population" is constituted differently from a
normal population. This really opens up the whole
question of disease statistics and suggests that many of
them, being based on studies of hospital patients rather
than on the normal population, probably contain serious
errors. It suggests that, in working out problems of
this kind, the collective investigation method, carried
on by committees of medical societies or of groups of
practitioners, will probably give more reliable statistics
than hospital records.

YELLOW FEVER IN CUBA.
The reappearance of yellow fever in Cuba is a matter

of a good deal of sanitary significance, especially in the
light of the testimony of Governor Magoon as to the in-
efficiency of the local municipal authorities in matters
of sanitation. In Havana reasonable attention to health
conditions could be looked for, but in the smaller cites
and rural districts, as the recent outbreak at Cienfuegos
demonstrates, this could not be guaranteed. There
seemed little prospect, judging from past records and
the governor's testimony, that the Cuban local authori-
ties would if left to themselves carry out the conditions
of the treaty securing Cuban independence, so far as

sanitation is concerned. The signing of the decree1 by
Governor Magoon by which the sanitary service is na-
tionalized is, therefore, a matter of great import. The
municipal sanitary service is, by this important measure,
taken out of the hands of the local authorities all over
the island and placed under the control of the Havana
department of sanitation. The local authorities have
been tried and found wanting; a Cuba left to itself
would doubtless be a yellow fever peril for many years
to come. With the closer commercial relations of the
island with this country, much closer of late years than
before its separation from Spain, this has become a very
important matter. The United States has assumed a
certain degree of responsibility for Cuban good govern¬
ment and w?elfare wh;ch some of us would be glad to see

relinquished. If such a policy were adopted, however,
there is every reason to fear that conditions would soon
become unendurable.

VACCINE IMMUNITY.
The advisory board of the Department of Health of

Pennsylvania has ruled that three faithfully performed
vaccinations at intervals of two successive weeks without
taking are sufficient evidence that the individual is for
the time being (estimated as one year) immune from
smallpox. This is probably correct enough for most
sanitary purposes, and the chances of a smallpox epi-
demic with such a rule in force may be practically neg-
ligible. Many physicians, however, have seen cases in
which typical vaccinia has been produced by a fourth or
fifth attempt at vaccination, hence it is not an altogether
safe rule to follow with patients who have never been
successfully vaccinated, that is, so far as absolute im-
munity is concerned.

1. Referred to in General News in this Issue.

NEED OF A NATIONAL VAGRANCY LAW.
The need of a national law dealing with tramps or

vagrants and of better provisions for dealing with this
class in cities is urged by Graham Taylor,1 in com-

menting on the paper of Orlando F. Lewis on "Va-
grancy in the United States," read before the National
Conference of Charities and Correction. The vagrant
is a well-known means of introducing epidemics, and
when he crosses state lines the only effective means of
dealing with him is by the national law and a national
board of health. The problem of the tramp in the cities
has close relations with the public health. Taylor says:
"Far better provision for lodging homeless men must
be made by cities in municipal lodging houses of their
own, such as Chicago effectively conducts, and by far
stricter public regulation and supervision of lodging
houses must be maintained for profit or by charity. The
antituberculosis crusade shows that this supervision and
regulation should be shared by the health authorities
with the police. Within a period of five years 679 con¬

sumptives were taken from only a portion of Chicago's
lodging house district to Cook County Hospital, most
of them in the most dangerously infectious stages of the
disease. An investigator of Chicago's 165 cheap lodging
houses and their 19,000 beds declares that 'the unfor¬
tunate man forced to sojourn in them for a while may
enter sound and strong and come out condemned to
death'."

Medical News
ALABAMA.

Physicians' Building.\p=m-\Anassociation of 15 physicians of
Mobile, headed by Dr. C. S. Spotswood, proposes to erect a
four-story building, to be occupied exclusively by physicians,
and to cost $50,000.
Personal.\p=m-\Dr.James B. Luckie, Birmingham, is reported to

be seriously ill with spinal disease.\p=m-\Dr. Marion J. B. Van-
croft has been elected president, and Dr. John O. Rush, secre-
tary, of the Mobile Chapter of Auburn Alumni.\p=m-\Dr.Byron
T. Dozier, Birmingham, has been appointed surgeon general of
the United Sons of Confederate Veterans.

COLORADO.
Scarlet Fever.\p=m-\Byorder of the Board of Health, the schools

and theaters of Leadville have been closed on account of the
prevalence of scarlet fever.
Personal.\p=m-\Dr.A. W. Scarlet, Pueblo, is convalescent after

a severe attack of typhoid fever.\p=m-\Dr. William Page Harlow
has been appointed dean of the medical school of the University
of Colorado, Boulder, vice Dr. Lucian M. Giffin, resigned; Dr.
Ross O. Whitman, Chicago, professor of pathology and secre¬

tary; Dr. Edward F. Dean, Denver, professor of anatomy, and
Dr. John Andrew, Jr., Longmont, demonstrator of anatomy.

GEORGIA.
Critically 111.—Dr. George B. Carter, a veteran practitioner

of Wilkinson County, was recently seized with cerebral hem¬
orrhage and is reported to be critically ill.
Open to Female Students.—The Atlanta School of Medicine

has announced that the institution is to be made coeducational,
and at the opening session, September 25, a dozen or more
women will begin their studies at that institution.
Against Tuberculosis.—The Georgia Antituberculosis League

held a meeting August 3, when the following officers were
elected: Dr. Joseph M. Thomas, Griffin, president; Dr. J. Cheston
King. Atlanta, and Harry R. Slack, La Grange, vice-presidents;
and Dr. Louis C. Roughlin, Atlanta, secretary and treasurer.
2ailway Hospital to be Opened.—Drs. William C. Jernigan,

Thomas H. Hancock and James D. Manget, Atlanta, surgeons
for the Southern Railway, the Georgia Railway and Electric

1. Charities and the Commons, Aug. 10, 1907.
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